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From the President…

News From the Board
Twenty board members attended the meeting on Monday, 
February 4, 2013.  A few items were discussed, resulting in 
the following:

• The board discussed at length the challenges of 
membership recruitment.  The motion was made 
to allow half-yearly dues for first time MSMTA 
members who are joining after January 1, starting in 
2014.  The motion was passed.

• An ad hoc committee for membership recruitment 
was created:  the committee will create brochures and 
posters giving information about MSMTA and its 
benefits.  It will also visit college faculty members to 
discuss the advantages of recruiting young musicians 
for our organization.  The motion was passed.

• The motion was made to establish a $5 transfer fee 
for the Keyboard Musicianship Exam, starting in the 
2013-2014 teaching year.    The motion was passed.

• The awarding of prize money for Chamber Music 
Festival winners has never been specified.  This year, 
if a group has three contestants, only First Prize will 
be given.  If a group has four or five contestants, First 
and Second Prizes will be given.  If a group has more 
than five contestants,, First, Second and Third Prizes 
will be presented.  Prizes will be in the amounts of 
$100 (First), $75 (Second) and $50 (Third).  The 
motion was passed.  

I hope everyone is staying healthy 
during this flu season and getting 
ready for busy spring schedules.

MSMTA started the new year 
with the Annual Conference 
on January 12th and 13th at the 
University of Maryland.  True to 
the conference title, “Celebrating 
Musical Diversity,” we brought 
back string sessions with great 

success, thanks to the hard work of Judy Silverman and Jean 
Provine.  The sessions for piano were also warmly received 
by those who attended the conference.  Many thanks to 
the conference committee members:  Carol Wolfe-Ralph, 
Marilyn Briant, Yoon Huh, Andrew Zatman, Helen Smith 
Tarchalski and Christine Couch!  Also, thanks go to Bonny 
Miller, Debbie White-Bondhus,  Bonnie Kellert, Adriana 
Schueckler, Ann McCandliss, Brenda Kee, Susan Burkhalter, 
and Ingrid Mongini for volunteering to help before and during 
the conference.   Although piano sessions on Saturday and 
string sessions on Sunday were very well attended, totaling 
over 100 attendees, we would still like to see more attendance 
at conferences to come.  We would also like to add woodwind 
and voice sessions for our members in future conferences.   If 
you have any suggestions, please feel free to contact me. 

I also attended the Eastern Division conference and conference 
call recently and in general, across the country, we are all 
concerned about declining membership.  As of February 8th, 
MSMTA has a membership of 545, still one of the larger 
states in the Eastern Division.  The percentage of drop in our 
membership is not as large as in many other states, but we 
would still like to work toward increasing membership.   We 
used to have close to 700 members in the past.  As you will read 
in the “News from the Board,” the board has discussed this 
and come up with potential solutions.  If each one of us could 
reach out to our colleagues and friends who are not members 
and spread the word about how much our organization does 
for music education, it would certainly help us to increase our 
membership.  

I would also like to thank everyone who donated to the 
MTNA-sponsored Sandy Relief Fund. Collectively, we 
were able to donate $4,400 from MSMTA!   I am very 
proud of the generosity displayed by our members. 

As always, any suggestions and feedback are always welcome! 

Sincerely,
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Masterclass with Dennis Alexander

msmta state CoNFereNCe 2013

Celebrating Prince George’s County MTA’s Fiftieth Anniversary!
Junko Takahashi (MSMTA President), Dr. Gail McDonald (first PGMTA President), Ann Matteson (past PGMTA 

President),  June Miller (current PGMTA President), and Yoon Huh (MSMTA VP for Student Activities)
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The audience at the Composers/Improvisors Circle was in for a real treat on January 13, 2013.  Not only did they hear delightful 
original student compositions but also heard the premiere performance of the MSMTA/MTNA commissioned work.  The recital 
was held during our MSMTA Conference at the Clarice Smith Center for the Performing Arts, University of Maryland.  Students 
played their compositions/improvisations to a large and appreciative audience.  The purpose of this event is to encourage student 
creativity and to provide a venue where students and teachers can 
present their compositions/improvisations.  The commissioned 
work was composed by Dr. Andrew Earle Simpson, who 
teaches  at The Catholic University of America.  Entitled Vistas 
of Rome—Three Pictures of Italy for cello and piano, it was 
performed by cellist, Jason Love and pianist, Li-Ly Chang, who 
is also the MSMTA Chair of the Commissioned Work.  The 
enthusiastic audience was very appreciative of this work written 
in three movements:  I. Aventine Hill (morning mist), II. The 
Lake at the Villa Borghese (afternoon sun) and III. The Piazza 
Venezia (midnight rain).  The composition of about 17 minutes 
was inspired by Dr. Simpson’s stay in Italy last year.

The student composers received a printed booklet of their 
compositions and also a certificate.  A biographical sketch of 
each performer and the commissioned composer was included 
in the program notes.  After the concert, a reception was held to 
honor the performers. 

Joanna Greenwood and Ann Matteson chaired this event.  
Participating teachers were:  Ann Matteson, Ann McCandliss/Joanna Greenwood, Ruth Peng, Martha Sallet, Theresa Shykind, 
Junko Takahashi, Helen Weems, Rosanne White and Deborah White-Bondhus.

Teachers who are interested in having their students compose/improvise might start thinking about preparation for next year’s 
event which will take place during the 2014 MSMTA Conference.

Ann Matteson, Co-Chair

Composers’ Circle participating students and teachers.  On the left, Jason Love (cellist), Dr. Andrew Earle Simpson (commissioned 
composer) and Li-Ly Chang (pianist).  On the right, MSMTA President, Junko Takahashi

Commissioned composer, Dr. Andrew Earle Simpson,  
with Li-Ly Chang and Jason Love

Composers/ImprovIsors CIrCle 2013
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IN memorIam…
Our condolences to longtime 
MSMTA member, Rosita 
Kerr Mang, on the recent loss 
of her husband, John Mang.

loCal assoCIatIoNs      
MTAB presented its annual Chamber Music Festival 
on Saturday, January 19, chaired by Ray Hobbs, with 
43 performers from the studios of eight teachers. These 
piano and vocal students were accompanied by a total 
of nine instrumentalists, depending on the specific 
instrumentation 
of each selection. 
Two violins, viola, 
cello, flute, oboe, 
clarinet, bassoon 
and French horn 
contributed to the colorful orchestral sound, and 
students, parents, teachers and guests were all thrilled 
with the delightfully full sound! In order to maintain this 
more costly but wonderful annual event, Ray Hobbs, 
chair, may offer the event to other teachers outside of 
MTAB who may be interested in having their students 
participate.

Over 30 teachers and guests attended the program after 
our February 6 meeting, which was a lecture/recital 
presented by Dr. Nancy Roldan. She gave an interesting 
“Trip to South America” program and also presented 
each attendee with her CD entitled, “The Lester/Roldan 
Duo: a 30 Year Celebration.”  Her presentation included 
information about the origins of South American and 
Argentinian music, as well as performing some of the 
music. February 6 was also the deadline for MTAB’s 
biennial Mirabella Awards Competition on March 2, 
which will feature Spanish and South American music 
this year. Chair Jeannine Case reports that 70 students 
have been entered in eight events that will be held at 
three churches in Bowie and judged by Debra Smedley, 
Lori Davis and Dr. Christine Kim. Money prizes will be 
awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place in each division and 
the 1st place winners will perform at MTAB’s March 
6 meeting, where they will receive their cash award. 
Other upcoming events include the State Keyboard 
Musicianship Exam on April 6, the Senior Awards 
Competition on April 27 and the Spring Competition 
and Evaluation on May 11.

Jeannine Case, President

I want to thank MSMTA for giving recognition to our 
50th Anniversary and presenting our first president, 
Dr. Gail McDonald, with a lovely plaque and beautiful 
flowers before the evening concert at the State 
Conference.   Dr. McDonald 
would not have been able to 
attend had it not been for the 
kindness of both Ann Matteson 
and her husband, Dick, who 
made sure that Dr. McDonald 
was there that evening.  At the 
age of 95, Dr. McDonald is as 
sharp as ever.  It was my privilege 
to sit in the box seat with her at 
the concert.  She was thrilled 
to be there and thoroughly 
enjoyed the program presented 
by Alexander Peskanov.  He 
continued to amaze her 
throughout the concert.  It is an evening she will long 
remember.  Thank you all for your efforts on her behalf, 
and also for the lovely plaque that you presented me for 
PGMTA.  Special thanks to Junko and Yoon!

On Saturday, February 2nd, the Saul Roas Memorial 
Scholarship Competition was held with five teachers 
presenting ten students.  This year Dr. Hui-yen 
Chang’s students took the honors, with winners in each 
level.  Jessica Yao, Sally Feng and Joyce Yang won the 
first, second and third levels respectively. Mary Wolf, 
President of MTACC, was our adjudicator.  We thank 
her for leaving a big event in Charles County to serve 
our students of PGMTA.  

The winners of this Latin American music event will 
be performing on Sunday, March 10th at the Concert 
of Winners of the Broad Creek Music Festival at 

John Addison Auditorium of Harmony Hall in Fort 
Washington, Maryland.

Our Broad Creek Music Festival Chairman, Linda Head, 
reports that we have 81 solos and 13 duets  enrolled.  The 
event is once again held at Prince George’s Community 
College on Sunday, March 3, 2013.

June Stevenson Miller, President
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loCal assoCIatIoNs Continued from Page 5

The George Washington University 

Summer Piano & Chamber Music Institute
August 5 - 16, 2013

Applications are now being accepted for GWÕs 2013 Summer Piano & Chamber Music Institute! 

Designed to immerse middle and high school students in a rigorous one or two week piano and strings 
curriculum  at a university level, the Institute provides a structured curriculum for students of all ages with:

~ lessons with resident faculty ~ scheduled, monitored practice time ~ observed rehearsal time for 
ensemble repertoire ~ coaching sessions ~ master classes ~ concerts by faculty and outside guests ~ 
learning trips at Washington, DC landmarks ~ seminar sessions on a broad plate of topics including 

music theory, performance practice, history, philosophy and aesthetics ~

To receive more information or download an application visit http://tinyurl.com/gwsummer
 or call (202) 994-6245.

Greater Baltimore MTA held its MSMTA Musicianship Exam on Sunday February 3rd at Valley Baptist Church in 
Lutherville. Many thanks go to Joanna Greenwood for chairing this event, and to Ruth Peng, Barbara Gruver, Ann 
McCandliss, Shisa Suskey, Pat Graham, and Barbara Stumpf for assisting. Students from the Moon, Peng, Suskey, 
McCandliss, and Greenwood studios participated. A very special thanks goes to Valley Baptist and Maryland Christian 
churches in Lutherville for extending emergency hospitality to us. We are grateful to these gracious congregations!

It may be cold outside, but one of the ways we are keeping warm is by camaraderie shared at our to-date six Matinee 
Music Mornings. Thanks to Barbara Gruver for opening her home to us in February, and to Tom Mathis in January 
for welcoming us to the showroom at Menchey Music in Timonium. We are currently “playing through” the Chopin 
Preludes, with each teacher giving a performance-demonstration and leading a discussion on the prelude(s) of his/
her choice.

Many thanks go to our state Annual Conference Committee for an inspiring weekend. And gratitude to our local and 
statewide teachers who contributed so generously to the Superstorm Sandy Relief Fund.

Barbara L. Stumpf, President
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loCal assoCIatIoNs Continued from Page 6

GCMTA is gently preparing for the usual onslaught of events. At this writing, we have enjoyed one successful 
“Outreach Recital” at the Vantage House Senior Living Facility and will have completed another “Outreach 
Recital” by the time you read this. 

We also welcomed a new member, Deborah Cobb, at our January meeting and potluck. Upcoming are our 
Judged Recital on 23 February with close to 60 entries, the Ensemble - Chamber Competition that we and 
Greater Laurel co-sponsor on 2 March, our Theory Exam Center on 9 March, AND our Flute Competition 
on 23 March. Are you tired yet? 

At great cost we are dealing with the unavailability of a really great performance space we discovered last 
year but we hope we understand the new rules for reserving the space and are looking forward to next year! 

We are genuinely enjoying sharing a season of good music and happy learning. We wish you the same.

David Holmes, President

McDaniel College Chamber Music 
and

Collaborative Piano Studies Camp
July 21-27, 2013

The McDaniel Chamber Music and Collaborative Piano Studies Camp 
provides a unique opportunity to join with other 12-18 year old musicians for 
a week of intense study and fun on the beautiful McDaniel College campus 
in Westminster, Maryland.

Piano studies will focus on sight reading, accompanying, ensemble playing, and polishing repertoire for recital performance.  
Pianists should be at the Intermediate/Advanced level and should come with several recital-ready pieces.

The camp is staffed by Lynn Fleming, director, Dr. David Kreider, head of piano studies at McDaniel College, and assistant 
instructor, Jane McIlvain.  A cadre of highly qualified instrumental instructors and counselors complete the camp staff.  
In addition, the faculty is augmented by guest artists who will be heard in concert and present master classes. Last year’s 
artists included Jeffrey Sharkey, Director of the Peabody Conservatory, Jonathan Carney, Concertmaster of the Baltimore 
Symphony, Alison Wells, cellist, and Ruth Carney, flutist.

This camp follows the McDaniel Orchestra Camp and is open to more advanced orchestral musicians.  Acceptance to the 
Chamber Music and Collaborative Piano Camp is based on audition for both pianists and instrumentalists.

Application deadline: May 15.  Acceptance beyond that date is based on space availability.

Contact:  mcdaniel.edu/orchestracamp – 301-922-0398          Lynn@lynnflemingstudios.com
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The Carroll County Music Teachers Association 
met on January 27th at the home of its president, 
Jane McIlvain, for its first business meeting of 

2013 and annual banquet.  Attending were Arlene 
Bullock, Karen Mihalko, Carole Gauthier, Joan 
MacDonald, Jane McIlvain and Elaine Bryant.  We 
congratulated Carole Gauthier on her $400 grant 
from Jordan Kitts.  We also welcomed Elaine Bryant, 
who joined us for the evening and is applying for 
membership.  Since we have mostly piano teachers 
in our membership, we are delighted that Elaine 
teaches classical harp and will help us diversify!  We 

Elaine Bryant, Arlene Bullock, Carole Gauthier,  
Joan MacDonald, Karen Mihalko, and Jane McIlvain

Alisa Hwang with Dr. Bok Hwa Kim

The Howard County MTA is gearing up for a 
busy season of recitals and performances.  Jason 
Bednarz, one of our newest members, is chairing 
one of our best-attended recitals on February 
16th.  Another recent member, Elena Tsai, will 
be chairing our last recital on April 27th.  It is 
very gratifying to have new members step in to 
chair some of our long-standing events!

Our first adjudicated event of the year is our 
Ensemble Competition, which will be held 
March 2nd and chaired by David Kuperstein.  
This year we have received 63 entries from six 
teachers.

Alisa Hwang, a sophomore at Marriotts Ridge 
High School and a piano student of Dr. Bok Hwa 
Kim, has been chosen by the Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra to perform the first movement of 
Prokofiev’s Third Piano Concerto under the 
baton of guest conductor Shizuo Kuwahara on 
February 20, 2013, at 7:30 pm at the Joseph 
Meyerhoff Symphony Hall.  This concert will 
mark the BSO’s first Side-by-Side Concert with 
the Howard County GT Orchestra.  Tickets can 

be purchased at the door for $15.  For further 
information, please refer to BSO’s web-page on 
the concert: http://www.bsomusic.org/main.taf?
p=5,12,1,1,1&prid=2013220&type=featured

Kathryn Stansbery, Vice-President
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AAMTA closed 2012 with two exciting annual events: 
the Holiday Luncheon and the Holiday Festival.

Our Holiday Luncheon took place on December 14th, 
at Wild Orchid Cafe in Annapolis. Teachers enjoyed a 
relaxing break in the midst of a very busy season, as well 
as catching up with one another.

The Holiday Festival was chaired by our member, Katya 
Merchant, and was held on December 15, 2012, at a 
new location: Woods Memorial Presbyterian Church. 
Katya kept everything running smoothly, and her 
husband, Terry, helped by creating beautiful programs. 
Teachers, students and parents were very pleased with 
this venue, and we will be looking forward to using it 
again at our Ensemble Festival in February of 2013.

Adriana Schueckler, President
Anastasia Ericson performing at the AAMTA Holiday Recital  

on December 15, 2012

MTA Charles County was pleased to host its 
fourth Baroque Festival at Christ Church, La 
Plata on Saturday, February 3rd, 2013.  In a series 
of three recitals, students and teachers performed 
pieces from all periods on harpsichord, organ, 
and flute.  Chair Judy Dalton led the audiences 
in lively mini lecture/discussions on the Baroque 
period, using a quiz/insert in the programs.  
Freewill donations were received to benefit the 
MTACC Scholarship Fund.  

Mary Wolf, President

were already on that track when we welcomed new 
member Emily Liddick last fall who teaches flute 
as well as piano.  Jane reported on the inspiring 
workshops, composer presentation, master classes 
and recital at the terrific MSMTA Conference 
earlier in the month and encouraged everyone to 
consider attending next year. Upcoming CCMTA 
events discussed included the April 6th Piano Master 
Class with Brian Ganz which is co-sponsored by 
McDaniel College and will begin with his recital 
on April 5th, the Theory Exam on March 23rd, 
CCMTA’s Solo and Ensemble Festival on February 
23rd, and the Scholarship Competition on April 
20th.  After the meeting was adjourned, we joined 
spouses and family members for a delicious meal!  
Our next business meeting is scheduled for April 
15th.

Jane McIlvain, President
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Continued on Page 11

stUdeNt aCtIvItIes Continued from Page 9

MCMTA had a wonderful December meeting for 
our members with an all-Chopin recital by Brian 
Ganz.  

Four Judged Recitals were held at the Montgomery 
College Rehearsal Hall on December 9th.  The 
awarding of nine trophies and nineteen honorable 
mention ribbons was a fabulous ending to the day. 
There were 33 participants from 18 studios.  We 
were honored and grateful to have Professor Susan 
Carpenter and Dr. Francesca Hurst as judges for 
the event.

MCMTA held Elementary Recitals on December 
15th.  There were a total of 62 performers from 
15 studios with a variety of pieces, including folk 
songs, etudes, classical pieces, elementary jazz 
compositions and some seasonal holiday songs.  
Intermediate/Advanced recitals were held on 
December 2nd.  There were 71 students from 19 
studios.  

February promises to be busy with Judged Recitals 
on February 10th and the Festival of Music on 
February 24th, whose theme is “All Things French 
and Spanish.”   That will be a busy day as the 
MCMTA Concerto Competition winners will be 
performing the Mozart Concerto in A Major K. 
488 with the Montgomery Symphony Orchestra, 
Scott Wood conducting, at Bethesda Presbyterian 
Church at 3 pm.  

We welcome all MSMTA members to join us for 
our general meetings.  Upcoming meetings will be 
on February 12th, March 19th, April 9th and May 
14th at Jordan Kitt’s Music in Rockville, MD.  

Lori McCarthy, MCMTA President

The Music Teachers 

Association of Southern 

Maryland had a busy 

fall season. Our popular 

Hymn Festival was 

held on September 

30th, with over 60 

students performing 

traditional hymns. In 

October we had our 

annual All Boys and All 

Girls Recitals, with 23 

students performing. 

The MSMTA Keyboard Test was held November 

3rd, with 100 students participating. December 

brought our annual marathon day of Christmas 

Recitals, with 87 students performing. Thanks to 

the chairs: Becky Morrissette, Barbara Graham, 

Mary Stevens and Debra Smedley.

Our teacher programs so far this year have consisted 

of a series of lectures on Baroque, Classical, 

Romantic and Contemporary Art and Architecture 

Lectures by art teacher, Catherine Dunn.

On February 9th we held a Contemporary Music 

Festival which included a lecture on Contemporary 

Art and Architecture by Catherine Dunn, a 

composer workshop by Meleah Backhaus-Shrout 

and four short student recitals of contemporary 

literature. Thanks to co-chairs Donna White and 

Meleah Backhaus.

Also coming up on February 23rd, we have an 

evening of Ensemble Recitals planned. We are 

looking forward to spring and all the upcoming 

events: Spring Festivals for Piano Solo, Voice and 

Flute, Spring General Recitals and our Honors 

Competitions.

Patricia Blanchard, President
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New memBers

Welcome New Members to MSMTA

Now that you are members of MSMTA and MTNA, you can access the websites to receive more information 
concerning membership and benefits at MTNA.org.  Simply logon, using your name and MTNA number to access 
your personal information to make changes or to set your password.

The MSMTA and MTNA websites offer insurance, resource literature, and access to online registration for conventions, 
competitions and testing.

If you have any questions concerning membership, please contact our VP of Membership, Ann McCandliss at 
membership@msmta.org.

New memBers

Amanda Ambrose Brown
8406 Triple Crown Rd.
Bowie, MD 20715
Pianoteacher30@gmail.com
Bachelors - Piano

Dr. Kai-Ching Chang
25370 Damascus Terrace
Damascus, MD 20872
kaiching1105@hotmail.com
Doctorate - Piano Studio

Dr. Jeffrey Howard
9308 Meadow Hill Rd.
Ellicott City, MD 21042
j.howard88@comcast.net
Doctorate - Violin

Jolie Lin
1623 Ingram Terrace
Silver Spring, MD 20906
jolielin@gmail.com
Masters - Piano

Jon Wade Meyers
3105 D Wheaton Way
Ellicott City, MD 21042
wade.meyers@gmail.com
Bachelors - Piano 

Dr. Sungah Min
10417 Overgate Place
Potomac, MD 20854
Sungah.min@gmail.com
Doctorate -Viola, Violin

Kim Murray
10009 Forest Grove Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20902
kimmurraymusic@gmail.com
Masters - Clarinet, Flute, and Piano

Marianne Poon
4519 West Virginia Ave.
Bethesda, MD 20814
Marianne.poon@gmail.com
Royal Conservatory Piano Performance
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Please email all notices and copy for 
inclusion in the May 2013 MSMTA 
newsletter by April 15, 2013, to:

kathy.stansbery@gmail.com or mail to: 

 Kathy Stansbery
 MSMTA Newsletter Editor
 16130 Patapsco Overlook Court
 Mt Airy, MD 21771-3341 
 Tel: (443) 226-5801

The MSMTA Newsletter is published five times per year 
by the Maryland State Music Teachers Association, Inc.

Claudette Horwitz and  
Elizabeth White, contributing editors
Circulation: 725

DEADLINE FOR NEXT NEWSLETTERadvertIsemeNts

MSMTA is now accepting advertisements in its 
newsletter. Space is limited to two pages total, so 
ads will be accepted on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Rates are:
 Member	 Non-member

1/8 page $20.00 $30.00
1/4 page $40.00 $50.00
1/2 page  $80.00 $90.00
Full page $135.00 $150.00

For more information, contact Kathy	Stansbery 
at:  
  kathy.stansbery@gmail.com

Lisa Emenheiser Sarratt
46223 Riverland Pl.
Sterling, VA 20165
lisaemensarratt@me.com
Bachelors - Piano

Yoko Sasaki
508  Morris Ave.
Lutherville, MD
yokotomasa@msn.com
Bachelors - Piano, Early Childhood, Choral,  
Music Education

Robin Schultz
10303 Dickens Ave.
Bethesda, MD 20814
robinschultz@yahoo.com
Masters - Flute; Bachelors - Piano 

Yee-Ning Soong
116 Mountain Rd. #3A
Glen Burnie, MD 21060
Ningsy23@gamil.com
Bachelors - Piano

Livia Eudora Sutejo
1518 Dellsday Road
Towson, MD 21286
lsuitejo@yahoo.com
Bachelors - Piano

Ning Wang
11409 Seneca Forest Cir.
Germantown, MD 20876
ningwanghot@hotmail.com
Masters - Cello


